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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Visalia International DX Convention 2018 


Preparations for the 2018 IDXC at Visalia is starting up and volunteers are still 
needed. The first convention committee meeting is 10:00 AM, September 30, at 
Kris & George’s QTH 


Positions we would like to see filled 
These are major positions we still need to fill: 


Prize Chair (Works with Vendor Chair) 
Registration Online (Assists Convention Treasurer) 
Audio Visual (Works with Program Chair & Presenters) 
Special Event Station 


| want to thank all those who have stepped forward to volunteer once again for 
this convention. Marilyn has put a deposit on the Tour Bus and is already plan- 
ning some exciting adventures. 


Opinion on HR555/S.1534 


Here is a note from N6TV about a short paper written by K1VR: 
Today, ARRL Volunteer Counsel K1VR published a Word document in response to Chris 


Imlay's FAQ regarding the Parity Act. | converted it to PDF format and posted a copy on 
my web site. The short URL is: 


https://bit.ly/ParityAct 


Feel free to share this link, which will redirect to my web site and download a PDF version 
of Fred's response document named Just_Say_No_to_S.1534 v4.pdf, title: 


"Just Say No to H.R. 555/S.1534" 


73, 
Bob, N6TV 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Visalia International DX Convention 2018 
Logo Contest 


The logo contest is open to everyone and the winner will get a free registration 
to the convention. 


The only criteria we require is that the patch be no larger than 4" wide and 3" 
high, smaller is okay as is any shape just keep the overall dimensions smaller 
than 4" x 3". Also keep the Colors to three plus the background Color, the patch 
should have the year "2018", "International DX Convention", "Visalia, CA", 
"SCDXC" and "NCDXC" on it. Other than that the design elements are up to 
you. 


The deadline for email submission is November 16" and the winner will be 
voted on by voting members of the SCDXC at the December Holiday Party. 
Submit your entry in .jog or .gif formats by e-mail to logo@scdxc.org or in per- 
son at the December Holiday Party. 


All entries are the property of the Southern California DX Club for their exclu- 
sive use. Prize consists of one registration and does not include transportation, 
lodging etc. SCDXC reserves the right to modify the winning entry to accommo- 
date the embroidery process. 
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2016 
Board of Directors From Sate a pe wesidem 
oug Dowds, 


President 
Doug Dowds W6HB_~— Sorry | missed the deadline for last month's newsletter. | got wrapped up thinking 


; : about the board meeting instead. 
Vice President 
Mel Hughes K6SY Many thanks to Carl and Mel for a nice presentation on 160 meter flag antennas. 
Looks like most with more than the usual residential real estate might have a good 


Treasurer chance at hearing with one of those. 


Jerry Lewine K6QU 


ee Mel has lined up Bill Shell, N6WS, to share his recent trip to Friedrichshafen Ger- 
a many for their Ham Radio Exhibition for our September meeting. Having friends who 
Kris Jacob KC@TOD +36 also been there | should definitely put it on my "bucket list”! 


Membership Chair 


Linda Souder W6QE As | write this | am concurrently working on packing for my 5th and possibly final E51 


trip. Kat - E51KC's contract as the Math Specialist for the Cook Island school system 
runs out in December so it looks like she and Andy - E51AND may be soon moving 
to VE-land. What a transition! Jim - E51JD is still very active at 80 and Bob - E51BQ 
can be found on digital occasionally so time will tell. Still a great place to play tourist 
too. 


Director 
Barry Fitchew N6VOH 


Director 


George Jacob N6VNI ; ; : 
Expect ongoing pitches from Kris, KC6TOD, and Cathy, K6VC, as they work toward 


Director the IDXC 2018. Worker bees are needed and new blood is even more important. Af- 
Jerry Robinson K6Av_ ter considerable soul searching | am attempting to reduce my multiple organizations 
workload and | advised them that | would not serve again as Prize Chair. | will gladly 


APPOINTEES share what contact data | have with the new heir apparent. 
Repeater Chair As of this date the Board is working on proposed changes to the constitution and by- 
Chip Angle N6CA laws. Expect these to come to you soon via E-mail for information and comments. 


Expect to vote on this action at the October meeting. 
Newsletter Editor 
Bill Kendrick N6RV Remember that the SCDXC still needs to fill out the slate for 2018 and currently has 
voids for Vice President, Secretary and possibly a couple Director slots. Please as- 
Webmaster sess you time and abilities and consider serving. Nominations are accepted until the 
Jim Shryne N6DHZ close of the October meeting and the election will be at the November meeting. 


73 - Doug - W6HB 


September Calendar 


September 2 All Asian DX Contest Phone 

September 2 Russian RTTY WW Contest 

September 9 WAE DX Contest Phone 

September 14 SCDXC General Meeting 

September 16 Scandinavian Activity Contest CW 

September 16 All Africa International DX Contest (SSB, CW, RTTY) 
September 23 CQWW DX Contest RTTY 

September 30 Rusian Worldwide Multi-Mode Contest 


For more contest Info see: http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html 
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VP Notes 
Mel Hughes, K6SY 


Our household is slowly returning to normal. Christoffer, our 15 year old summer exchange student, has 
returned to his home on the outskirts of Copenhagen. He completed a semester class in Public Speaking 
at Palos Verdes High School with a grade of B+. | want to thank all of you who took time to engage Chris 
in conversation at the last SCDXC meeting and the summer bash. His English has really improved very 
noticeably. He is now thinking in English rather than translating to Danish first. 


On another front, our son-in-law, Brian, just received the results of his first bone marrow biopsy following 
stem cell transplant last May. He is now CANCER FREE with no signs of rejection! Last Sunday he re- 
turned to their home in San Diego and will only need to make a trip to Kaiser LA or City of Hope one day a 
month. The down side is we don't get to see our daughter every weekend. Brian is now able to begin 
teaching music again by having his adult students come to his home rather than driving to the student’s 
home. No children as students yet. His immune system is still almost non existence. 


Brian’s illness and our exchange student created a full time job for Doris as care giver, substitute mother, 
tutor, cook, maid, etc. It was like having two small children again except that we are 50 years older this 
time. I’m 6 months behind in nearly everything and a 60 hour work week isn’t helping. 


Yesterday evening, for the first time in months, | actually had time to get on the air. Amazingly, it is all still 
working properly. I’ve had the Flex 6500 and SPE FA-2K for over a year and still have less than 40 con- 
tacts. | need to go through the learning curve all over again. 


The September SCDXC program will feature one of our most northerly members, Bill Shell, N6WS, who is 
recently retired and lives in Nipomo, CA. Bill will be speaking and showing slides about the trip he took to 
the HAMFEST in Friedrichshafen, Germany, this past July. Over the years Bill has help me keep the DX 
Packet Cluster voice announcements up and running and is a real expert when it comes to using Rasp- 
berry Pi micro computers and Linux operating systems. Bill is also responsible for setting up KEDXC 
DXChat using MUMBLE. If you haven't yet tried KEDXC DXChat you are really missing out. Mumble and 
K6DXC DXChat provides the opportunity to communicate with club members directly via computer or cell 
phone; a really great way to find out, in real time, what your fellow SCDXC members are hearing and 
work. 


See you at the next SCDXC meeting, Thursday, September 14 and don't forget HAMCON 2017 begins 
the next day, Friday September 15, and runs through Sunday, September 17. Check the website, 
www.hamconinc.org, for complete details. 


73, 
Mel — K6SY 
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Rumors on the Band 


September is the start of the contest season as well as the end of summer. That means better propaga- 
tion and ample DX! Check out the calendar on page 3 to see all of the DX contests. Activity is very high 
before and after each one! 


QTH Call Date Information 


| Vanuatu | YYOCX | 27-Aug| 4-Sep _| 

| South Cook Islands | ES1DLD | 27-Aug| 4-Sep _| W6HB 160-10 SSB 

| Micronesia | V63KS_| 28-Aug| 4-Sep _| JAGREX 160-10 CW SSB RTTY 
| Montenegro | 407GxB | 29-Aug|_3-Sep_| IZ7GXB 160- 6m 


CX3ANN 40-30 CW 20-17 SSB 


Market Reef OJ0/OH2BR OH2BR 160-10m 


PA3HGT 40 20 10m SSB Digital 


IWSILA CW 


Liechtenstein HBO/DL2SBY } 15Sep_ DL2SBY 80-10m SSB CW RTTY 


SV5/HB9IOAU HB9OAU 40-10m SSB RTTY PSK 


Cocos & Keeling VK9CGJ 12-Sep | 28-Sep W7GJ 6m EME CW SSB 
| Niue =——s|s—Ss« GAG ~—| 13-Sep | 25-Sep | VK5GR 40-6m SSB Digital 
Galapagos | HD8M | 14-Sep | 29-Sep | W2REM VK2BXE KGOYL N1MWJ G8OFQ 160-6m CW SSB 


Svalbard JW/OM6TC | 15-Sep } 20Sep_ OM6TC 160-10m SSB CW 


betes 98-Sep | OK1BOA OK1CRM OK6DJ OK1GK OK1FCJ OK2ZA OK2Z! 
i 5TOJL 5T5AI 160-6m SSB CW RTTY 
St. Pierre & Miquelon | FP/MOWUT | 17-Sep | 23.sep | MOWUT MOBLF DK2AB cor il G7VJR 160-6m SSB 


XT2AW | 28-Sep DF2WO 40-10m SSB CW Digital 
H40GC__ | 30-Sep |_20-0ct_| LZ1GC 160-10m CW SSB RTTY PSK 
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2017 Get Schroeder Leaders 


|_ 2077 Entities Worked by SCDXC__|_ 259 _ 
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So the bands were full of DX on FT8 but there 
was only one new one for the year on the air, 
CYO, Sable Island. He is still there for a few 
weeks. Also 9X0TA has been lurking on SSB. 
Though not a new one he is certainly a rare 


SCDXC Get Schroeder Standings 2017 
one! 
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As far as the top contenders one entity added. 
We still are missing 17 that they have worked 
and we now lost the last one that we worked 
and they didn’t. Hopefully September and the 
rest of the year will yield a bountiful crop of DX! 


As can be seen we are woefully short of last 
years number! Nevertheless if youl ook at the 
chart above there are darn few more we can 
work! 
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Entities added to SCDXC totals this month 
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ali ewer Entity Worked This Year by a Member 
Black / White | Very Active Entity Not Yet Worked 


Rarely Active Entity Not Yet Worked 
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DX-Chat Standalone Client 
Bill Shell, N6WS 


| believe those SCDXC members who have logged into the KEDXC DX-Chat Server to listen in or partici- 
pate in the discussions realize the benefit of the service it provides. There have been discussions on sev- 
eral topics , including QSLs, logging applications help, DX stations’ QSX frequency, general DX activity, 
etc. When | proposed the use of the DX-Chat service, | thought the activity would have been greater than 
what we are experiencing. | guess | was somewhat overly optimistic on my assessment of the need for 
the service. The service is running 24/7, and all members are welcome to login. 


Using DXChat requires a Mumble or Mumble compatible client. The Mumble client is a low-delay voice 
over IP (VoIP) application. | chose Mumble as the client and Murmur as the Server applications for 
DXChat simply because it is a free application, requires minimal computer resources, and is easy to in- 
stall. Variations of the Mumble applications are available for Windows, MacOS, Linux, iOS, and Android 
operating systems. Murmur also accepts pushes from other applications to allow the possible addition of 
voice announcement of selected DX spots. 


Mumble can typically be installed on your computer used for ham radio logging with very little impact to 
computer resources and your network. It may require the addition of a sound card if you are already us- 
ing your sound card for digital modes such as PSK, JT65, etc. Another alternative is to use a standalone 
client device. The client can be hosted on a variety of Single Board Computers (SBC). Some SBCs ca- 
pable of hosting Mumble are the Raspberry Pi, Orange Pi, and are readily available on-line. 


REDUCTION SYSTEMS 


Figure 1. This shows the various SBCs tried before | settled on Orange Pi PC Plus, on the far right. 
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| originally started this article hosting Mumble on a very small Orange Pi Zero. As the article progressed, | 
migrated through four different SBCs. The final version was selected to minimize the effort on the part of 
the builder. By selecting the Orange Pi PC Plus | was able to simplify the builders process to: 


. Inserting a micro-SD card 

. Connecting the Ethernet cable 
. Connecting the audio output 

. Connecting the power supply 

. Booting up the device 

. Shutting it down 

. Removing the micro-SD card 

. Turning the device on 


CONOABRWN = 


That process was about as simple as | could make it. 


To build the standalone Mumble client, you need the following parts: 

1. “Orange Pi PC Plus — Set 5” from AliExpress. https://goo.gl/k9HTU4 

This includes the SBC, a case, and a power supply. 

2. USB Numeric keypad 

3. 3.5mm male-to-male audio cable 

If you are using your sound card for digital modes, you will need an external speaker with built-in amplifier. 


Once you have purchased the parts, I will send you a micro-SD with the image to be loaded onto the SBC. Once it is 
loaded, you simply send the micro-SD card back to me, so I can ready it for the next person. 


Figure 2. The side of the Orange Pi PC Plus, where all the connections are made. | recommend specify- 
ing the clear case, unless you like to see every fingerprint on it. 


TID BITS 
W6SJ Estate Sale 


FOR SALE FROM AN ESTATE - All reasonable offers will be considered. 


Call Arnie Shatz, N6HC at 714-573-2965 or email to néhc@aol.com 


Icom 756 Pro 2 transceiver MFJ Memory Keyer 482-B 
Icom PS 125 power supply LDG AT-100 Pro antenna tuner 
Icom CT-17 level converter LDG RBA 1:1 balun 

Icom IC 2KL solid state amplifier with power supply Radioworks Line Isolator T-4 
Icom AT-500 antenna tuner NorCal 40A QRP transceiver 
Icom IC 737 transceiver Workman CX-3 coaxial antenna switch 
Icom 706 Mk2 G transceiver Bencher Low Pass Filter YA-1 
Astron RS-35A power supply (no meters) Rig Runner 4008 interface 

DX Doubler Winkeyer USB 

Elecraft K2 Pyramid SWR 14 meter 
Elecraft KAT 100 antenna tuner Palomar Preamplifier P-410X 
Elecraft KAT 500 antenna tuner Multimeter 

Elecraft KPA 500 solid state amplifier Fiberglass antenna poles (12) 


MFJ Versatuner 941-E antenna tuner 


Speaking of Fiedrichshafen 


VERA 


West Coast DXers meet with HB9 DXers at Friedrichshafen convention 
(I-r) John, W6SL; Jim, K6AR; Kent, NC6B; Celso, HBOSTNW; 
Fred, HB9DAX; and Bill, N6éWS 


HAMCON 2017 


September 15-17, 2017 


Torrance Marriott Redondo Beach Hotel 
3635 Fashion Way 
Torrance, CA 90503 Borde teas ogee ee 


"Ham Radio for Everyone" is our theme with much to see and do at HAMCON 2017 
e Full range of talks by experts on radio equipment, operating techniques, public 
service, DXing, technical subjects, and much more 
e 10,300 sq. ft. Vendor/Exhibit Hall with 63 booth spaces 
e Distinguished speakers at Saturday lunch and dinner, and Sunday breakfast 
e Extensive prize drawings 
e W1AW/6 Special Event station 
e ARRL Forums, Ham License test sessions 
e Young ham forum 
e Sunday swap meet 
e Discount hotel room rates (available through the Marriott link on our website) 


e With more to come... 


AND FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER 


Special Friday Afternoon tour of the Battleship lowa 
e Includes Catered Buffet Dinner in the Officer's Wardroom 
e Tour the Radio Room (not open to the general public) and operate 
the ship's NI6BB amateur station 
e Bus transportation to and from the Marriott Hotel included 


e Limited to 80 guests, so register early 
For complete convention details, registration and hotel bookings log onto: 


WWW.HAMCONINC.ORG 
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Resource Page 


Useful DX Sites ARRL VE Exam Sessions 


NOHR DXpedition Map 
www.n0hr.com/wk34/ 


The DX Zone 
www.dxzone.com/catalog/DX_Resources/ 


The Daily DX 
www.dailydx.com/ 


Announced DX Ops 
www.ng3k.com/misc/adxo.html 


To find an ARRL exam sessions in your area go to the website: 


http://www.arrl.org/find-an-amateur-radio-license-exam-session 


Club and Conduct Sites 


Officer Guidelines 


http://www.scdxc.org/download/Officer_Guidelines.pdf 


DXing.info 
iwww.dxing.info/dxpeditions/ DX Code of Conduct 
DX 425 News http://www.dx-code.org/ 
www.425dxn.org/dxped/ 
: Solar Flux Index 
Dx-info.de 


—SFI 


www.dx-info.de 
DX Italia DX News 


Propagation 
At least it isn’t dropping! 


This months SFI and SSN have stabi- 
lized. The A and K indices have been 
very high, typical for summer. 


——27 per. Mov. Avg. (SFI) 


—Linear (SFI) 


—Poly. (SFI) 


= Linear (SFI) 


Watch out for the upswing in activity this 
month. Contests are going and DXers 
are out and about! 


Sunspot Number 


SSN 


——— 27 per. Mov. Avg. (SSN) 
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—Poly. (SSN) 
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bnk@hamradio.com 


San Diego sd@hamradio.com in 1-858-560-4900 0 


The DX Store 


No BS. Just good old fashioned customer service. 


Heil PRO7 Simply The Best 


Available in Four Colors 


sales@dxstore.com 
www.dxstore.com 


(818) 451-9967 


Jerry@AgouraPC.com_ 


BGS Ss] 


Electrical Distribution Systems 
Design & Installation 


Urban E. Stiess - W6MPB 
CBT, CBNT, CTO 
CSLB# 842820 FCC# PG00010828 


W6MPB@ATT.NET 323-295-5411 


Pink 


Blue 


®) =} re 
U BI) 4-800-854-6046 & 0} Bl 4-714-533-0495 S U 
U B 4-800-954-6046 & U 


U Bl 4-818-842-5283 & 


© W6SKS 


hHhamcity.com 


) The Wireless Communication Warehouse 


*Local: (310) 390-8003 *FAX: (310) 390-4393 
Email Support: sales@hamcity.com 


Live Support via Instant Msg *AIM: hamcityim 
*Yahoo hamcityim *MSN: 


